2i8	LOVE-PROBLEM   OF   THE   STUDENT
where loyal and true friendship prevails undesirable conse-
quences for the growth of personality may easily ensue.
A friendship of this kind naturally involves a particular cult
of the feelings, hence, of the womanish element in a man. He
becomes * schwarmerisch \ soulful, aesthetic, ' sensitive ', in
other words effeminate. And this womanish bearing does
not fit a man*
In the friendship between women similar advantages
can be brought out; only here the difference of age and the
educational factor play a smaller rdle. Its main value lies
in the interchange of tender feelings on the one hand, and of
ideas on the other. As a general rule it is a high-spirited,
intellectual rather masculine type of woman who is seeking
in such a relation a defence against and a superiority over man.
Her attitude to man often takes on the character of a dis-
concerting assurance and a certain delicate defiance. The
effect upon her character is to emphasize the masculine
traits ajnd to diminish womanly charm. Often a man discovers
her homosexuality by observing that such a woman leaves
him as cold as an ice-house.
The practice of homosexuality does not in normal cases
prejudice a later heterosexuality. Indeed occasionally both
can exist side by side. I have seen a most intelligent woman
who lived her whole life in a homosexual relation, and at
fifty entered into a normal relationship with a man.
Among the sexual relations of the student-period another
peculiar form must be mentioned, which also falls within the
orbit of the normal, namely, the relation of the young man to
the elderly woman, ,who if possible is married or at least
widowed. You will perhaps remember Jean Jacques Rousseau
and his relation to Madame de Warens, This or a similar
kind of relation is what I am referring to. Usually in these
cases the man is of a timid nature, unsure of himself and
inwardly anxious, in short childish. He naturally seeks
a mother. Many women like nothing better than a rather
helpless man, especially when they are considerably older than

